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Honors Contract
An independent project with your professor, built into a non-honors course you're already taking, to receive honors laureate credit. 
Honors Carolina students, with prior permission from their course instructor and approval from Honors Carolina, can pursue an independent project of their own design within a non-honors course. Completion of the additional project results in Honors laureate credit for the completed course. The project should complement the course work and produce a tangible final product — written, performed, or exhibited. For example: a research paper that explores a class topic in more depth or a subject related to a class topic, or a supplemental reading project with a formal report (maybe involving a book for which there wasn’t space in the syllabus or that’s related to the class).
	3+
hours of work / week
	3
meetings with instructor
	10+
pages or slides in final product


ELIGIBILITY
Course Contract Eligibility
1. Any 2nd, 3rd, or 4th year Honors Carolina student (not 1st year students)
1. Any non-honors course you are currently enrolled in — a contract may not be completed retroactively.
1. Note: only one Honors Contract allowed per semester

	COURSE TYPES THAT DO NOT QUALIFY FOR HONORS CONTRACT 

	✕  Independent Study / Research
	✕  Study Abroad / Off-campus
	✕  Courses taught by someone without a UNC faculty appointment — Courses taught by graduate students aren’t eligible for Honors Contract

	✕  Directed Readings
	✕  Summer School
	

	✕  Internships
	✕  First Year Seminar / Launch
	

	✕  Special Studies
	✕  HNRS or “H” courses
	

	✕  < 3.0 credit hours
	✕  Continuing Education
	



WHAT IS REQUIRED FROM STUDENT
1. Final product of at least 10 written pages — or 10 slides for a presentation, performance, artwork, or product/app design
1. At least 3 hours of project work by the student per week
1. At least 3 scheduled meetings with the instructor during the semester
1. Final product due to the instructor by the last day of class (not exams)
1. Complete an Honors Contract Summary Report no later than the last day of class (not exams)
HOW TO PROPOSE AN HONORS CONTRACT PROJECT 
1.  At the very start of a semester, choose a non-honors course you are enrolled in and want to study more deeply. 
2.  Meet with the professor for the course about your project idea. Share this sheet and the webpage so they can see the requirements.
3.  Submit the online proposal form found here by the semester’s posted deadline; it then routes to your instructor, then to Honors Carolina, for approval.
CREDIT AWARDED
A completed Honors Contract earns 3.0 hours of Honors Carolina program credit toward the Honors Carolina Laureate. It does not carry academic (major/minor, gen ed, or graduation) credit and won’t appear as an honors class on transcripts.
Full policy & proposal form: honorscarolina.unc.edu/academics/courses/course-equivalents/honors-contract
Questions? honorscarolina@unc.edu  •  (919) 966-5110
image1.png
CAROLINA




